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SCENE 1

THE LI VI NG ROOM DEN OF A HOUSE, DAY, NOW THE KI DS ARE
GATHERED TO COVWPLETE THE LATEST ASSI GNMENT FROM THEI R
TEACHER. I N THE DARK, WE HEAR CARLCS SI NG NG THE LI GHTS
COME UP TO REVEAL SARAH AND COLLI E WORKI NG OVER SQVE
PAPERS, ALEX AND CHARLI E JO NI NG I N WVHEN APPROPRI ATE.

CARLGCS

| M BAD, YOU BAD, WE ALL BE BAD, HEY!
TEACHERS STRAI GHT BE MESSIN W TH MY M ND
ALL THE TI ME.

YOU RE THE TEACHER- MAN, |’ M THE PREACHER-

MAN
LI STEN TO MY LYRI CAL GOSPEL OF TODAY, SAY
SCHOOL’ S QUT!
G RLS

Guys!

BOYS
SCHOOL” S QUT!

CARLOS
LET" S SHOUT!

BOYS
LET" S SHOUT!

CARLOS

" CAUSE SUMMER | S HERE!

"CAUSE | AIN T GOT' TI ME CRACKI N OPEN NO BOCK,
"CAUSE | AIN T GOT TI ME CRACKIN OPEN NO BOXX
"CAUSE | AIN T GOT TI ME CRACKI N OPEN NO BOCK
BECAUSE SCHOOL' S UP OQUTTA HERE!

SARAH COLLI E
Hey, you guys!

CARLOS
Look out, the new Fifty-Cent is workin'!

ALEX
And the ol fifty-Cent nust be quakin’ in his boots.



CARLCS
Doin’ just like this:

(HE “quakes.™)

CHARLI E
Al right, a new dance: do The Quake!

(THEY al |l quake.)

SARAH
WI1l you guys quit quaking and get over here and
hel p?

ALEX
| can't believe we have to do this dunb
assi gnnent about “make up a country and
then wite rules for living init.”

SARAH
Wite a constitution.

CHARLI E
Where do teachers get these ideas? |Is
t here sonme book, "Ten Stupidest
Assi gnnents You Can G ve To Your C ass?"

COLLI E
What's stupid is yakking about it when we
could be getting it done.

ALEX
Collie is right, let's get this over wth.
" m sick of being inside on a beautiful
Saturday |ike this.

CARLGCS
What have we got so far?

SARAH
(Looki ng at her sheet)
The nane of the country: "Rapola."

CHARLI E
Cool !

COLLI E
That is so stupid! "Rapola." Sounds I|ike
a soft drink.



CHARLI E
Teacher said we to have fun with it, we
coul d make up anything we wanted as | ong
as we were agreed.

ALEX
Let's not get bogged down. Next category!
SARAH
We need a synbol for our country.
CHARLI E
Sneaker s!
COLLI E

You can't have sneakers as the synbol for
a country!

CHARLI E
Why not ?
COLLI E
It's gotta be an animal, |ike the eagle

for the United States.

CARLOS
Wiy can't the synbol be about the mgjor
export of our country.

COLLI E
Huh?

CARLOS
At hl eti cs!

SARAH

Carl os, what are you tal king about!

CARLOS
"Exports" is a category, right? Well,
let's export athletics. The guys and |'1]|
go play basketball all over the world.
(The BOYS | ove this idea,
sl appi ng hi gh-fives.)

SARAH
Grls play athletics, too, you know.



ALEX
Sure, but sonebody's gotta stay in the
country.

SARAH
And do what?
ALEX
| don't know.... Make the shoes!
SARAH
VWhat ?!
CHARLI E

Geat idea, let's put it to a vote. Al
in favor of athletics being our major
export say "aye!"

BOYS
Aye!
CHARLI E
Opposed?
G RLS
Nay!
CHARLI E
Quys w n!
(More hand sl appi ng
congrat ul ati ons)
COLLI E
Vel |, maybe we don't wanna nmake shoes.
Maybe we want to... be in an orchestra!
Yeah, we'll export nusic and call our

country "Cl assi que!"

CHARLI E
You can't nanme a country "C assique!"

COLLI E
It's better than "Rapola.”

SARAH
Yeah. And we want our governnent to give
lots of nobney to the arts. Let's wite
that right here in the constitution.



ALEX
Who says you get to control tax dollars?

CARLCS
| like that idea. Wat this country needs
is nore trunpet players like ne. | say we

name the country C assique and export
nmusi c.

CHARLI E
Carl os, what are you doi ng changi ng sides,
man?!

ALEX
Quys, let's just work together here, who
cares what the nane of the stupid country
is, let's just fill in the categories and
get outside to play!

CARLOS

This is gonna take forever. | hate
hi st ory!

ALEX
Me, too!

SARAH
Me, three! Hey, all together now...

ALL
| HATE HI STORY! | HATE HI STORY! | HATE HI STORY

(Strange nmusic as the lights
begi n dancing crazily and MR
H STORY whirls onstage as the
ot hers whirl about, confused.
When things settle down, MR
H STORY i s posed on his
trunk.)

CHARLI E
Who are you?

MR. HI STORY
Your guide to the past.
(HE pulls a card from behind
CHARLIE s ear and hands it to
him)



CHARLI E
“Have | magi nation, WIIl Travel.” Signed, “M.
Hi story.

“TI ME TRAVELLI N ”

MR. HI STORY
TI ME TRAVELLI N —FHROUGH THI CK AND THI N,
TI ME TRAVELLI NJJUST WHERE DI D WE BEQ N.
TI ME TRAVELLI N <+ MAG NATI ON LEADS THE
VWAY
TAKE A TRIP BACK TO THE PAST, LOOK I N
THE M RROR FOR TQODAY.

(Musi c under)

CARLOS
The past is boring.

ALEX
Yeah, | hate—

MR. HI STORY
Stop! Every tine you say that ny ears go “Boom”
That’ s what brought ne here, when you yelled out

“l hate--." that phrase. You ve got a big voice.

CHARLI E
That was all of us.

MR. HI STORY

Al of you? Al of you hate history?
(THEY nod.)

This m ght be tougher than | thought.

COLLI E
What m ght be?

MR. HI STORY
Convi ncing you that history is fun.
(Gets a tricorne hat fromthe trunk.)
Put this on.

ALEX
Man, | ain't wearing that, nake ne look like a
si ssy!



MR. HI STORY
It belonged to Roger Shernman, author of the
Connecti cut Conprom se. Wthout this conprom se,
the Constitution probably woul d never have been
witten.

COLLI E
"1l wear it.

ALEX
Collie, are you crazy? W don’t even know who
this dude is! He conmes whirling in here, dressed
way weird, got a trunk full of junk, and talking
“bout “Have | magination, WIIl Travel.”

COLLI E
W need to conpromi se or we'll never get our own
constitution witten.
(To MR H STORY)
If I put that on, | can beconme Roger Shernman?

MR. HI STORY
Just use your inmagination.
YOU CAN BE ANYTHI NG YOU WANT
YOU CAN GO ANYWHERE YQOU DARE,
EXPLORE AND DI SCOVER WHO, WHAT, WHY,
VHEN,
AND WHERE!
(HE puts the hat on COLLIE
and she i medi ately begins
speaki ng as COLLI E- AS-
SHERMAN) .

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN

Resol ved: that the representatives of the | ower
house of Congress be el ected based on the
popul ati on of each state, three slaves to be
counted for every five white nal es.

(MR HI STORY yanks off the hat.)

COLLI E
Huh?

CHARLI E
(Amazed, as are the others)
How d you do that?!



MR, HI STORY
TI ME TRAVELLI N —A MERCHANT' S HAT,
TI ME TRAVELLI N —A BASEBALL BAT,
TI ME TRAVELLIN FHAT' S ALL YQU DO
TAKE A PART OF SOVEONE' S LI FE AND YQU
BECOVE THAT SOVEONE, TOO

SARAH
Collie, how did you feel when you were this Roger
Sher man dude?

COLLI E
(Del i ght ed)
| felt Iike Roger Shernman!
SARAH
G mme a cost une!
CARLOS

Sarah, you’ve been watching too many sci-fi
novi es.

SARAH
Maybe he’s for real.

ALEX
And maybe he’s Bozo The C own!

CHARLI E
Guys, if we could experience what it was like to
wite the rules for living in the United States,
it mght help us wite the rules for living in
Rapol a.

G RLS
Cl assi que!

QUYS
Rapol a!

G RLS
Cl assi que!

QUYS

Rapol a!



CARLOS
Stop it! M. History, we can’'t even agree on the
name for our country, how did the people who
wrote the Constitution ever agree on a whole
docunent ?

MR HI STORY
Back scratching.

CHARLI E
Back scratching?! M. H, you are one weird dude!
What’ s back scratching got to do with witing a
constitution?

MR. HI STORY
Wanna find out?
SARAH
Yeah, cone on, guys. It beats staying

i nside and arguing. Wi can | be?

MR. HI STORY
(Pulls out a vest)
How about W/ Iiam Paterson, of New Jersey.
(Pulls out a quill pen.)
Now, this is for Janes Madi son.

CHARLI E
The Father of the Constitution.

MR. HI STORY
Ri ght .
(Gves the quill to CHARLIE, and a scrol
of papers to CARLCS.)

Here are the Virginia Resolves, introduced by
Edmund Randol ph. And this beautiful cravat is
for John Rutl edge, who al nost shut down the whol e
conventi on.
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ALL EXCEPT ALEX
How?

MR. HI STORY
(Tenpting ALEX)

Wanna find out?

ALEX
You guys are nuts! W aren’'t time travellin’
anywher e!
(HE takes the cravat.)

SARAH
Now what do we do?

MR. HI STORY
Count down!
(HE starts, joined by ALL)

ALL
10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1.. Blast off!
(THEY swirl back in tine as
the lights change to..)
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SCENE 2

PHI LADELPHI A, MAY, 1787. THE N GHTWATCHVAN GOES THROUGH
H S ROUNDS, RING NG A LOUD BELL.

CCOLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN
Six o'clock in the nornin’! \Wke up,
wake up, you sl eepy dogs! You there,
shoul dn’t you be off to schoolo, ‘stead
of starin’ at ne?! And you! What do
you expect the weather’ |l be in
Phi | adel phi a today?

(Beat)
Hot is right! As usual!

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
(Entering)
You, sir!

COLLI E- AS- NIl GHTWATCHVAN
Good norning, yer honor. You're up
Wi th the robins.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
| was up with the night ows. Have you
seen—

COLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN
You should be gettin’ yer beauty sleep, yer honor.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON

It’s hard to sleep with you boomn’ out the tine
and weat her every hour. But have you seen--

COLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN
That's me | ob.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
You do it very well. |I’mexpecting M.
Ednmund Rand- -



COLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN
Me not her always said | should find a
job that involved talkin'. [’ve got a
gift for the gab, don’t you know?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON

You certainly do. | was wondering--
COLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN

But I'"msure it’ll be nothin conpared

with all the jabberin that’ Il be goin’

on inside |Independence Hall this

sumrer. | pity themgentlenen as is

tryin to wite us a new constitution.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
OCh, why is that?

CCOLLI E- AS- Nl GHTWATCHVAN
Fer two reasons. First of all, the
whol e worl d’ Il be watching, so they' d
better do a good job, or else.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
O el se what?

CCOLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN
Let’s just say there’s nothin
the fol ks in Philadel phia like
nmore than pitchin’ tomatoes at them as
di spl eases us.

CHARLI| E- AS- MADI SON
| see. And what’'s the second reason
you pity the del egates?

COLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN
Well, yer honor, they' |l be spendin’ all day
inside there, dressed all fancy |like yerself,
wigs an’ all, and ne nose tells nme one thing.

CHARLI| E- AS- MADI SON
VWhat’'s that?

COLLI E- AS- NI GHTWATCHVAN
It’s goin” to be hot as bl azes al
summer | ong. Them poor gents' || be
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sweatin’ worse than a play horse!
Well, top of the nornin’, yer honor.

COLLI E- AS- NIl GHTWATCHVAN

(Exiting)
Six-fifteen! Rouse yerselves, you
sl eepy dogs!

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
“So they’ d better do a good job, or

el sel .
"EVERYBODY' S WATCHI NG'

EVERYBODY' S WATCHI NG WATCHI NG WATCHI NG
EVERYBODY' S WAI TI NG -"W LL THEY FAI L?"
NOBODY BELI EVES A FAI RY- TALE ENDI NG
EVER COULD RESULT FROM SUCH A TALE
WLL OUR SH P OF FREEDOV LI BERTY, JUSTI CE
NEVER EVEN GET TO HO ST I TS SAI L?
EVERYBODY' S WATCHI NG. . . .
EVERYBODY' S WATCHI NG

(Musi c under. CARLCS- AS-

RANDOLPH enters with papers.)

Did you bring thenf

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
The Virginia Resol ves: one nati onal
governnment, one national executive, one
national court.

CHARLI| E- AS- MADI SON
Excel | ent!

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
And one major surprise for those who
t hought we are authorized only to
revise our old constitution, not wite
a new one.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
The Articles of Confederation don't
work. You can't repair a ship that was
built to sail in thirteen different
directions at the sane tine! W need a
new ship-- The United States of
Aneri ca.
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CARLGS- AS- RANDOLPH
But will it stay afloat?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
That's the question, isn't it, Ednund?

EVERYBODY' S WON' DRI NG, WON DRI NG,

ONCE OUR MAI DEN VOYAGE HAS BEGUN

HOW W LL WE BE STEADY | N THE WATERS?

THI RTEEN OARS TO LEARN TO ROW AS ONE?

WLL WE ALL REMAI N I N SEPARATE ORBI TS,

OR, UNITED, ClIRCLE ' ROUND ONE SUN?

EVERYBODY' S VWON' DRI NG. . .

EVERYBODY' S WON' DRI NG
(ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE enters, with
SARAH- AS- SLAVE carrying his

| uggage.)

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Wbnderi ng what, M. Madi son?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Wonderi ng what took the del egation from
South Carolina so long to arrive?

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE

We are not as close to Phil adel phia as
Virginia, sir--in case you have
forgotten your geography.

(To the slave)
Unl oad the carriage and carry ny things
to the inn. Tell themto prepare ny
room | shall refresh nyself first at
the City Tavern.

SARAH- AS- SLAVE
Yes, massuh.
(SHE exits.)

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Refreshnments, gentlenmen?

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
| would | ove sone—



CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
No, thank you.

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Suit yourself.
(HE exits.)

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
" msorry, Edmund, but we need to go
over these resolves. Now, let’'s see...
( COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN and SARAH-
AS- PATERSON enter . )

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
Working as usual, | see, M. Madison

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Wel cone to Phil adel phia, M. Sherman.

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
If it keeps up as hot as this, | may go
back to Connecti cut.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON

Pl ease don't. It took us |ong enough
to get the states to agree to send
del egates here in the first place. |
am gl ad New Jersey had the wi sdomto
send you, M. Paterson.

(MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

enters.)

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
As am | .

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
Hel | o, Benj am n.

MR, HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
| ook forward to your sanpling sonme of
my wine, sir.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
This is not a drinking party, Dr.
Frankl i n.

16
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MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Now, Jenmy, surely you don't expect us
to work day and ni ght?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Not you, sir. W are grateful for your
participation at all.

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Ch, | shall participate, Jemmy. And |
shall al so nake sure the del egates
partici pate, too.

CHARLI| E- AS- MADI SON
Good!

MR, HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
In the pleasures of Phiadel phia, the
fairest city in all the world!

"THE SONG OF PHI LADELPH A"
THE SCENT OF PHI LADELPHI A- - DELI GHTFUL
TO | NHALE.
NEWLY- WASHED STREETS, BUTCHERS' MEATS,
CHURNED BUTTER I N A PAI L,
A FORGER S FIRE, A HORSE FOR HI RE,
THE PERFUME OF PONDERED HAI R- -
O THE SCENT OF PHI LADELPHI A- -
BEYOND COMPARE!

CCOLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
You forgot to nention the slops of
gar bage people pitch fromtheir w ndows
into the streets.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
Look out bel ow
(THEY al |l duck.)

SARAH AS- PATERSON
Now there’s a scent for you

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Then turn yourself to things for the
eyes.
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MR, HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

THE SI GHT OF PHI LADELPHI A--A VI EW OF
PARADI SE.

TOMERI NG SHI PS, PAINTED LIPS, A Rl VER
SMOOTH AS | CE.

A QUAKER S FROCK, A GLEAM NG CLOCK,

A LADY' S GOLDEN GO -

O THE SI GHT OF PHI LADELPHI A- -

A ROYAL CRON!

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
How about the hawkers calling all day
| ong:
(Excessively | oud)
“Cabbage! Get your fresh cabbage!”

CCLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
O that infernal nightwatchman:
(Loudl y)
“Six o’ clock! Wake up, ye sl eepy dogs!
Ring, ring, ring!”

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Isn't it beautiful ?!

THE SOUND OF PHI LADELPHI A- - SWEET MJSI C
TO THE EAR

PAPERBOYS' YELLS, WATCHVAN S BELLS,
THE CROAD ALONG THE PI ER,

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
THE AXE' S CHOP

CARLGCS- AS- RANDOLPH
THE HORSE' S CLI P- CLOP!
(THEY all | ook to CHARLI E- AS-
MADI SON to add his sound.)

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
THE. .. THE...
(The peal of a church bel
gives himhis cue.)
THE CHURCH BELL' S RESOUNDI NG GONG



ALL FOUR
O THE SOUNDS OF PHI LADELPHI A- - TEN
THOUSAND STRONG.
THE SCENT, THE SI GHT, THE SOUND OF
PHI LADELPHI Al
OUR WON' DROUS SONG
(The lights change to.)

19
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SCENE 3

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON WRI TES AT H S DESK AS THE OTHER
DELEGATES TAKE THEI R SEATS.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
| ndependence Hal |, May 25, 1787. W
have spent three days while every
singl e del egate presented his
credential s... And anot her two days
agreeing on the rules, especially the
secrecy rule...

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
But why nust there be secrecy?

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
So all will feel free to speak their
m nds.

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
O to change themif we nust.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
M. Speaker.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
But at |last M. Randol ph rose to
present his Virginia Resol ves.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
And so | nove that a national
gover nnent ought to be established
consi sting of a suprene Legislature,
Executive, and Judiciary.
(HE sits.)

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
May | rem nd the del egates that we were
aut hori zed only to revise the Articles
of Confederation--not to create an
entirely new governnent.

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Do you propose to overthrow the state
gover nnent s?
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CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
Qur treasury is enpty, because no state
feels conpelled to pay its taxes. And
if New Jersey needs noney to pay its
taxes, it sinply prints it--

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
Al the other states print noney, why
shoul dn't we?

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
Precisely ny point. How can we run a
country with thirteen different
currenci es?!

SARAH AS- PATERSON
| say, let us not discard the Articles
of Confederation after a nere el even
years. Rather, |let us do what our
i ndi vidual states elected us to do:
revise, correct, and enlarge themin
ways necessary to preserve our union.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
And so the great debate began between
the Virginia Plan, which sone said
represented the interests of the |arge
states with the nost popul ation, and
t he New Jersey plan, which tried to
keep our central government weak so the
smal | states would still retain sone
power .

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
Resol ved: The national |egislature
shoul d have two branches.

SARAH- AS- PATERSOV COLLI E- AS-

SHERVAN

One!
CARLGCS- AS- RANDOLPH ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE

Two!

SARAH- AS- PATERSON COLLI E- AS-
SHERMAN
Onel
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CARLGOS- AS- RANDOLPH ALEX- AS-

RUTLEDGE

Two!
SARAH- AS- PATERSQON COLLI E- AS-
SHERNMAN

Onel
CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE

Two!

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Call the question.
( CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH/ ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE encour age t he
audi ence to vote "aye" wth
them ad-1ibbing argunents.)

STAGE- MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
Al in favor of two houses for the
| egi sl ature say “aye!”

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH/ ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE- PLUS AUDI ENCE
Aye!
( SARAH- AS- PATERSON/ COLLI E- AS-
SHERMAN encour age t he
audi ence to vote “nay!” wth
t hem ad-1ibbing argunents.)

STAGE- MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
Al'l opposed say “nay!”

SARAH- AS- PATERSOV COLLI E- AS-
SHERMAN PLUS AUDI ENCE
Nay!

STAGE- MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
Mot i on passes.
(The del egates congratul ate
t hensel ves or voice
di sappoi nt nent as CHARLI E- AS-
MADI SON speaks.)



CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
(Witing)
So the legislature shall have two
houses, a | ower house and an upper
house.

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
Resol ved: The national executive, or
presi dent, shall consist of one person.

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
You nean, one king! Did we not just
fight a revolution to keep one person
from having too much power over us?

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
The legislature will check his power.
Besi des, we need a powerful executive
to act!

CCOLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
The job is too big for one nman: | say
| et us have three presidents!

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Thr ee?!

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
An excellent idea, | agree.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Ednmund, you're with us!

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
Not on this one, Jemmy.

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Me, neither!

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Dr. Franklin!

CARLGCS- AS- RANDOLPH COLLI E- AS-
SHERVAN/ SARAH- AS- PATERSON MR.
H STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

Thr ee!
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Thr ee!

Thr ee!

Onel

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON/ ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE

CARLGCS- AS- RANDOLPH/ COLLI E- AS-
SHERMAN/ SARAH- AS- PATERSONV MR.
H STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH/ COLLI E- AS-
SHERVAN/ SARAH- AS- PATERSOV MR
H STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

Call the question!
(Again the various sides try
t o persuade the audi ence,
t hose wi shing one president
going first. Finally:)

Al'l those
executive

(Wth
Aye!

Al those

STACGE MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
in favor of a single
say "aye!"

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SOV ALEX- AS-
RUTLEDGE
t he audi ence)

STAGE MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
opposed say “nay!”

CARLGCS- AS- RANDOLPH/ COLLI E- AS-
SHERVAN SARAH- AS- PATERSOV MR
H STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
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STAGE MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
Motion passes. There will be a single
presi dent.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
(Witing)
Del egates are on one side on one issue,
and on the opposite side for another.
And then the resolution that al nost
ended us before we'd begun...

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
Resol ved: The nenbers of the nationa
| egi sl ature ought to be elected by the
peopl e of the several states.

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
The people are not fit judges to el ect
our representatives.

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
But the people are the legitimte
source of all authority. That's what
makes a denocracy.

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
Denocracy?! Al the evils we experience
flow froman excess of denbcracy.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
The people nust elect at | east one
branch. This is a clear principle of
free governnent!

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
And if we decide the | ower branch
shoul d be el ected on the basis of
popul ati on, then | want our slaves
counted as popul ati on.

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
Your slaves are property, sir! Shal
we then tax you based on your slaves as
wel | .
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ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
The sl aves shoul d not count when it
cones to taxation

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
Qutrageous! This is yet another
attenpt by the large states to contro

the destiny of the snmall states. |If
based on popul ation, we wll be
outvoted every tinme. | say every state

shoul d have the exact sanme nunber of
representatives in both branches of the
nati onal |egislaturel

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Then why don' we just spread out a map
of the United States, erase al
exi sting boundaries, and divide it into
thirteen equal parts?!

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
Excel l ent idea! New Jersey would | ove
a slice of Virginia.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
Over ny dead body!

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
Then perhaps we will find sonme foreign
ally of nore honor and good faith to
take us by the hand and protect us.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
Rash | anguage! Wuld you invite a
foreign country into our union?

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
| wll not nake a union with people
do not trust!
(The del egates take their
seats, shaken.)
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CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
(Witing)

We had now conme to July 2nd. On the
eve of celebrating our eleventh

| ndependence Day, were we to throw away
t hat i ndependence forever. It was then
that Dr. Franklin proved deserving of
his reputation for great w sdom

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

M. Chairman, | propose a recess to
celebrate July 4th. | fear if | open
my nmouth too far, | shall swall ow one

of these curses bluebottle flies, ny
cl othes are soaked to the skin, and,
quite frankly, | could use a nice glass
of —
(The del egates clear their
collective throat to prevent
hi s saying “beer.”)
m | k!

STAGE MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
Al in favor of a recess?

ALL
Aye!

STAGE MANAGER- AS- WASHI NGTON
Unani nous!
(THEY di sperse.)

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
And so we adjourned, but Dr. Franklin
had nmore up his sleeve than drink..

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Cone to ny house tonorrow, Jenmmy.
have an itch I need you to scratch
(The lights change to...)
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SCENE 4

DR FRANKLI N' S YARD. CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON, ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN, SARAH- AS- PATERSON, ARE GATHERED UNDER
H S FAMOUS MJULBERRY TREE

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Gentl enen, | have invited you here
because I know we all have an itch, a
powerful itch to get this country
started. But the itch on M.
Rut | edge' s back is just beyond his
reach: if only he could find a way to
count sl aves as popul ati on but not
property. And M. Paterson's itch: if
only he could find a way for the
smal l er states to have voting equality
with the large. And M. Madison's
itch: the people nust elect both houses
of our governnment! So, | propose a
scrat ching party!

" SCATCH MY BACK"

YOU SCRATCH MY BACK AND |'LL SCRATCH
YOURS
YOU TAKE THE TILLER, AND I'LL MAN THE
OARS
YOU SAY YELLOW | SAY BLUE
M XI NG THEM TOGETHER SHOANS GREEN W LL
DO.

(Music under. To ALEX- AS-

RUTLEDGE)
M. Rutledge, what if we were to agree
that for every five free white nen in
your state, we would count three nale
sl aves as popul ati on?

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Three for five, eh?

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Have | reached your itch?

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
| do believe you have.
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MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

| T"S ALWAYS W SE TO COVPROM SE
NO NEED FOR CASTI NG | NSULTS AND NO NEED
TO LAY THE BLAME
' CAUSE YOU SCRATCH MY BACK, AND |'LL DO
THE SAVE

(Musi ¢ under, as HE and ALEX-

AS- RUTLEDGE scratch each

ot her's back.)

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Is that to be our |egacy to the world?
Endor si ng sl avery?!
(THEY ignore him)

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN

| think | see what you nean, Dr.
Frankl i n.

(To SARAH- AS- PATERSON)
YOU DO THE WASHI NG, AND |' LL BAKE
BREAD.
YOU LIGHT THE FIRE, AND |'LL MAKE THE
BED.
BEE NEEDS FLOVER, FLOWER NEEDS BEE
VWHEN YOU LOCK YOUR HOUSE REMEMBER
LOCK NEEDS KEY.

(Musi ¢ under. To SARAH- AS-

PATERSON)
The legislature will have two houses.
What if we elected representatives to
the | ower house based on popul ati on,
but in the other, every state, no
matter what size, had the same nunber
of senators?

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
Each state to have two senat ors!

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
Two sounds |i ke a good nunber to ne.
(THEY shake.)

BOTH
| T ALWAYS W SE TO COMPROM SE
VWHY CHOOSE TO MAKE A FI ST WHEN SHAKI NG
HANDS | S MORE GENTEEL?
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SARAH- AS- PATERSON
SO I''LL WASH YOUR SHI RT,

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
AND |'LL MAKE YOUR MEAL.
(Musi ¢ under)

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Excel | ent, gentl| enen!

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
The people of Virginia will never
agr ee!

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
They will if you know where to scratch.
(To ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE)

YOU PUT THE SEEDS I N,

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
AND YOU GROW THE WHEAT.

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
WORKI NG TOGETHER,

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
THERE' S PLENTY TO EAT.

ALL FOUR
IS TH'S FOOLI SH, BE THE JUDGE:
HOW CAN MAN MAKE PROGRESS |F HE WON' T
BUDGE?

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
(To CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON whi | e
the others Iine up behind
him)
Wl you pl ease nove, sir?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Not an i nch!



MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
(MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N | ooks
at the others, THEY shrug,
then he sinply wal kS around
CHARLI| E- AS- MADI SON)

Then you' Il be left behind!

( CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON departs
in a huff.)

ALL FOUR
| T"S ALWAYS W SE TO COMPROM SE
SO | F YOU VE GOT AN | TCH THERE' S JUST
ONE THI NG TO DO
YOU SCRATCH My BACK. .
(Musi c under as THEY al
scratch in one direction)
AND |'LL SCRATCH YOURS TOO !'!I'!!
(Musi ¢ under as THEY al
scratch the other direction,
enjoying it inmmensely, as the
lights change to.)
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SCENE 5

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON WRI TES AT HI' S DESK AS HE ADDRESSES THE

AUDI ENCE

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
On July 6, M. Sherman presented what
came to be called the Connecti cut
Conpr oni se.

( Readi ng)

“Resol ved: that the representatives of
the | ower house of congress be el ected
based on the popul ati on of each state,
three slaves to be counted for every
five white males.” So the large states
woul d have nore votes in one house;

But ...

(Readi ng)

"Be it further resolved that the
representatives in the Senate be two
men from each state, regardl ess of
size.” So the small states had a check
on the power of the |arge: equal
representation in the Senate. And so

t he Connecticut Conprom se was passed.
After two nonths of debate, the outline
of our constitution had been agreed
upon. Then Dr. Franklin proposed a
ten-day vacation while a Commttee of
Detail fleshed out our resolutions into
proper | anguage.

Some, | amtold, enjoyed the nmany
wonders a city such as Phil adel phia can
provi de. CGeorge Washi ngton and Ednund
Randol ph even went fishing. But | had
all these notes to copy over...

(Beat; wanting a vacation

hi nsel )
| love to fish!

(HE starts to exit, then

stops, seeing his notes.)

Wor k, M. Madi son, work! Those in
future generations deserve to know all
t hat we acconplished here...

(HE continues witing as the

lights change to..)
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SCENE 6

THE BANK OF A RIVER. MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON AND CARLCS-
AS- RANDCLPH ENTER W TH FI SHI NG POLES AND A BASKET.

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
| tell you, General Washington, the
Commttee of Detail is having a devil
of a time finding the right words for
t he preanbl e of our constitution.

MR Hl STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
And |'m having a devil of a tinme trying
to get you to stop talking politics!

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
But if we can get the preanble to
sunmari ze what we believe, say in a few
choice words all we want our
constitution to nmean...Finis origine
pendet, General, you know that: *“the
end hangs on the beginning.”

MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
Then put your "end" here and | et us
"begin" to fish!
(H s glare silences CARLCS- AS-
RANDOLPH. THEY cast their
i nes and | ean back, sighing
si mul t aneousl y.)
No nore sounds of Phil adel phi a!
(Three young peopl e—€OLLI E- AS-
MARGARET, SARAH- AS- LUCY
ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW - r un
innoisily.)

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
Whooooo! Last one in's a rotten egg--
On!
(THEY stop, seeing
strangers.)
Forgive us, we didn't know anyone was
her e!

CARLGCS- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
This our sw mm ng hol e.



MR. HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
Then it is we who should be asking your
par don.

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
Ch, no, sir, it's a free country, as
t hey say.

SARAH- AS- LUCY
Not rmuch | onger.
(Junping in the “water.)
Qoo, the water’s cold!

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
Qur freedom s not disappearing, Lucy.
It's just broke. That's what they're
doi ng in Phil adel phia--fixing it.

CARLOS- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
My father says they el ect new king.

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
Who, George Washi ngt on?!

SARAH- AS- LUCY
That fat old man

CARLGOS- AS- RANDOLPH
Now see herel!l --

SARAH- AS- LUCY
My father says he's a ponpous ass!
What ever that neans.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
"1l have you know- -

MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
(Cutting himoff.)
It means he is a wonderful gentlenen.
(Beat)
So, you think our freedomis "broke,"
isit?

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
Yes, sir. And our |eaders are gathered
in Philadelphia to wite a constitution
to fix it.
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SARAH- AS- LUCY
My father thinks they're just a bunch
of white nmen in fancy wigs sitting
around tal king, talking, talking.

MR. H STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
Your father is a wi se man!

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
VWite nman | ove to talk.

SARAH- AS- LUCY
(Pretending to be one of the
ponpous del egat es)
"Whereas, blue is pink and pink is
green and green is black and--"

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
(Joining in)
"I object! Geen is nost definitely
whitel"

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
"All in favor that green is white?"

ALL
“Aye!”
(THEY | augh.)

MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
You don't think the delegates are
acconpl i shing much, do you?

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
How coul d they be, when they haven't
even heard from us.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
And who are you?

SARAH- AS- LUCY
W're the people! ANt they witing
this constitution for us?
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CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
Yes, of course, but... Well, the
del egat es woul d never get anything done
if they had to hear fromevery Tom
Di ck, and Harry.

SARAH- AS- LUCY
W're not Tom Dick, and Harry, we're
Lucy!

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
Mar gar et !

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
Swoopi ng Sparr ow.

MR Hl STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
Then |l et us hear from you!

SARAH- AS- LUCY
Huh?

MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
What woul d you tell those fat, ponpous
white nen in Philadel phia to do?
("Gavel l'ing")
"Hear ye, hear ye! W will now hear
from.. The Peopl e!
(The KIDS are silent.)

CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
It seens "the people" are nute, which
is why it is best to | eave gover nnent
in the hands of those who know best how
to govern.

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
(Suddenl y)
"E Pluribus Ununt™

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
| beg your pardon!



COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
"E Pluribus Unum" It's Latin, and it
means "out of many, one."™ Didn't you
go to school ?
(MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
| aughs.)

MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
How do you know "E Pl uri bus Ununf"

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
It's the notto on the Geat Seal of our
country: an eagle with a banner in its
mout h saying "E Pl uribus Unum ™"
Beggi ng your pardon, sir, but you
shoul d | earn nore about our country.
( CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH | aughs.)

MR HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
| shall try to do better. But why
woul d you tell the del egates "out of
many, one?"

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
To make sure they put it into the
constitution.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
An eagl e?

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET

No! |I'mnot sure exactly what | nean,
but. ..

(Beat)
Yes! | mean, put us in the
constitution, Lucy, Swooping Sparrow,
and ne. We're three different people,
fromthree different places. |'mfrom
| rel and.

SARAH- AS- LUCY
l'mfrom Africal

CARLGCS- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
| am Lenape | ndi an.
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COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
But we all net here, in America, and
now we |live side by side and we're best
friends. They need to wite a
constitution where we can all be best
friends.

"E PLURI BUS UNUM'

YOU TAKE A LONELY | MM GRANT FROM VWAY
ACRCSS THE SEA,

(Joining up w th SARAH AS-

LUCY)
VWHO MEETS A G RL WHOSE FATHER WAS A
SLAVE, BUT NOW HE' S FREE

(Joining up wth ALEX-AS-

SWOOPI NG SPARROW
THEY LEARN THE EARTH IS MEANT FOR ALL
AND NEVER JUST FOR "ME". ...
AND TOGETHER, TOGETHER THEY SW M
Rl VERS,
TOGETHER, TOGETHER, THEY PLANT CORN
WE' RE ALL OF US BI RDS OF A DI FF' RENT
FEATHER YET TOGETHER. ..
A NEWBIRD | S BORN.
E PLURI BUS UNUM THAT' S WHAT MAKES US
STRONG
E PLURI BUS UNUM THAT' S HOWWE GET
ALONG,

SARAH- AS- LUCY
| understand. There are nmany of us,
but, together, we're one. Like ny choir
at church:

YOU TAKE A HI GH SOPRANO W TH A TONE SO
SWEET AND NI CE- -
(SHE conducts COLLI E- AS-

MARGARET to sing a note. SHE
obliges with a | oud and

grating sound. SARAH AS- LUCY

cuts her off and goes to

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW )

N A DI FFERENT- SOUNDI NG NOTE TO ADD

M X |
A BIT CF SPI CE--
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(SHE gestures and HE produces
anot her di scordant note,
whi ch SHE cuts off and goes
to MR HI STORY- AS-
WASHI NGTON. )
FOR BASS WE' LL NEED A DEEPER VO CE SO
FIERY I T MELTS | CE--
(HE nmakes a beautiful note.)
AND TOGETHER. .
(SHE conducts: THEY make a
horri bl e noi se.)
TOGETHER! . . .
(SHE conducts: THEY sing
beautifully.)

ALL EXCEPT RANDOLPH
TOGETHER...

ALL EXCEPT RANDOLPH

VE MAKE MUSI C.
TOGETHER, A NEW SONG | S SUNG
WE' RE ALL OF US BELLS OF A DI FFERENT
SOUNDI NG BUT RESOUNDI NG. . . .

(THEY make bell tones)
A NEWBELL | S RUNG
E PLURI BUS UNUM THAT'S WHAT MAKES US
STRONG
E PLURI BUS UNUM THAT WLL BE OUR
COUNTRY’ S SONG

(Musi c under)

MR Hl STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
Spl endi d!  And what about you, Swooping
Sparrow, what would you tell the
del egat es?

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
M ne are people of few words. But |
coul d show t hem
(HE takes their basket and
slowy "descends into the
river" to catch a fish. The
MJUSI C freezes in a soft
trenelo. Wth a swoop, he
"catches" a fish in the
basket .)
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CARLCS- AS- RANDOLPH
He caught a fish! A good-sized one,
t 00.
( ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
throws the fish back.)
What the?--! Wiy in blazes did you
t hrow back the fish?

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
"E Pluribus Unum"

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
What's that got to do with fish?

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
We are all one.
(Gestures to everything around
them)

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
O course! The fish, the river, the
trees, usl!

ALEX- AS- SWOOPI NG SPARROW
Al one.

MR, HI STORY- AS- WASHI NGTON
(Pleased with what HE' s
| ear ned.)
Al one.
(ALL join hands.)

ALL
E PLURI BUS UNUM
THAT' S WHAT MAKES US STRONG
E PLURI BUS UNUM -
THAT WLL BE OQUR COUNTRY' S SONG
(The lights change as we go
to...)
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SCENE 7

| NDEPENDENCE HALL. CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON WRI TES AS THE
DELEGATES FILE IN

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
The Committee of Detail had done its
work well, turning our resolutions into
beauti ful |anguage-- none nore
beauti ful than the Preanble to our new
Consti tution.

( Readi ng)

"We the people of the United States, in
Order to forma nore perfect union
establish justice, insure donmestic
tranquility, provide for the comon

def ense, pronote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to
oursel ves and our posterity, do ordain
and establish this Constitution for the
United States of Anerica."

Al'l through another |ong, hot day,
we |istened. But for once no one cared
about the bluebottle flies buzzing
around our heads, or the perspiration
pouring out fromunder our wgs. Four
 ong nmont hs of work! But | ook what we
had to show for it! Wen the reading
was finished, a pleasurable silence
filled the room It was not to be
pl easurabl e | ong...

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
M. Chairman and di sti ngui shed
del egates, before we proceed to a vote,
| have one final resolution to propose:
"Resol ved: that the Congress be
expressly forbidden to ban the
i mportation of slaves into our
country."

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
You cannot do that, sir. W have given
to the central governnent the power to
regul ate comrerce.
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ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
We have proposed it be given this
power. South Carolina has signed its
name to nothing as yet.
(As others consult, CHARLIE-
AS- MADI SON turns to CARLOS-
AS- RANDOLPH)

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Ednmund, do sonet hi ng.

CARLOS- AS- RANDOLPH
|"mnot so sure | wishto sign this
constitution myself.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
But your Virginia Resolves?!

CARLGCS- AS- RANDOLPH
My resol utions have been picked over
like a rotting carcass so that | no
| onger recogni ze them as m ne.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
We had to nake sone conprom ses, true--

CARLGOS- AS- RANDOLPH
And you shall have to make this |ast
one, Jemmy--if you can.

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
M. Rutledge, witing protection of the
slave trade into the Constitution woul d
be inconsistent with the principles of
t he Revol ution and di shonorable to the
Anerican character

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE

| will not debate norality with you
sir. This is a matter of self-
i nt erest.

CCLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
What coul d possibly be the self-
interest in maintaining slavery for the
north?
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ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
The ships you build to carry our cotton
and rice-- and our sl aves.
(HE sits, as CHARLI E- AS-
MADI SON speaks to COLLI E- AS-
SHERMAN. )

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Stand firm Roger. As this nation
grows and prospers, the ships of
Connecti cut and Massachusetts will have
pl enty of other cargo to carry.

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
No one hates slavery nore than |. But
is it not better to let the southern
states inport slaves than to part with
t hese states?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
We nmust think of a conprom se, to keep
themin the union.

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
| have had ny conprom se, Jenmy.
Perhaps it is your turn now.

SARAH- AS- PATERSON
CGentlenmen, | lanment that sone of our
nort hern brethren have, froma | ust of
gai n, enbarked on this nefarious
traffic. But let us ban the slave
trade and force themto repent!

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
It is you who shall repent, sir! Does
any man in this distinguished conpany
truly believe that | can persuade the
peopl e of South Carolina to ratify a
constitution that expressly forbids
putting food on the table?

SARAH AS- PATERSON
And what table do your slaves eat from
sir?



44

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Enough of your fierce accusations!

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
(To FRANKLI N)
Fr ankl i n!

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
(To COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN)
Enough of your high-and-m ghty phrases!

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Do sonet hi ng!

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
And enough of this tal k of union! For

assure you, | and ny southern brethren
will never agree to a constitution in
whi ch the word "slavery" is even
nment i oned!

(HE sits as CARLOS- AS-
RANDOLPH si |l ently reasons
wi th himand SARAH AS-
PATERSON and COLLI E- AS-
SHERMVAN sil ently consult,
then eventually sit.)

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Dr. Franklin, the south nmay wal k out!

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Then you nust stop them M. Madison.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
How?

MR. HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Find their itch and scratch it.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Are all our words of freedom |iberty,
justice to be no nore than pen and ink?

MR HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
Don't forget, we have “inked” in a way
to amend the Constitution, so future
generations can continue to inprove it.



CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Yes, future generations. |f we
conprom se on this, what will they
t hi nk?

MR, HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N

Let themthink, Jemmy, that we did the
best we coul d.

(HE gestures for CHARLI E- AS-

MADI SON to make his deal with

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE. CHARLI E-

AS- MADI SON | ooks around at

all the del egates starting at

him)

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Everybody’ s wat chi ng...
(HE goes to ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE)
M. Rutledge, would you agree to an
import tax on slaves?

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Are you proposing the slave trade
conti nue?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
| am But if we were to tax your
sl aves, at |east nonies would be
pouring into the central governnent,
and | believe our northern brethren
woul d |i ke that.

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Congress will not abolish the slave
trade, then?

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Not precisely. | propose that it be
abolished in twenty years tine.

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Twenty years. By that tine, slavery
wi || have spread to our western
territories, and Congress will never
have the votes to abolish it.

COLLI E- AS- SHERVAN
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Don't be so sure, M. Rutledge.

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
Congratul ati ons, M. Madi son.

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
VWhat ever for?

ALEX- AS- RUTLEDGE
On becom ng an excel |l ent back-
scrat cher.

MR, HI STORY- AS- FRANKLI N
No, congratul ations to us all!
Gentl enmen, | have often | ooked at the
back of General Washington’s chair as
he presided over us. Note the rising
sun painted there. And | have
wondered, is it a rising or a setting
sun? Now, on this glorious day, | am
convinced it is a rising sun, spreading
its rays of liberty, justice, and
freedomover all the world. May it
never set!

CHARLI E- AS- MADI SON
Three cheers for the United States of
Anerica!
(Urging the audience to
cheer)

ALL
H p, hip, hooray! H p, hip, hooray!
H p, hip, hooray!
(THEY begin whirling back
through tinme as the |lights
change to...)



SCENE 9
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THE HOUSE, AS ONE- BY- ONE THE KI DS SPI N BACK | NTO PLACE.

CHARLI E
| " m back! But where’ s everybody el se?
GQuys? Hey, guys! \ere are you?
(ALEX spins on.)

ALEX
| m here!
CHARLI E
Al ex?
ALEX
It’s nme, man.
CHARLI E
Were you really John Rutl edge?
ALEX
| felt Iike him
CHARLI E
And | felt |ike Janmes Madison! | had
the quill pen, and I was witing, and

wearing that cool coat!

ALEX
Then we really nmust have tine
travel | ed!
(The OTHERS spin on,
exchangi ng greetings, etc.)
Wel cone back, guys!

COLLI E
VWw, that was fun

SARAH
Fun? That was hard wor k?

CHARLI E
| never knew so nuch sweat went into
witing the Constitution.



CARLGCS

“Sweat” is right. Phil adel phia was hot!

ALEX
Just |ike today.

CHARLI E
Hold it, Sarah.

SARAH
What ?
(HE sl aps her playfully.)

CHARLI E
Bl uebottle fly!
(SHE reacts playfully back.)

COLLI E
But where’s M. History?
ALEX
Yeah, | want to thank him
SARAH
Don’t worry, | know how to get him
back. Al together now. | hate
hi st ory!
ALL
| hate history! | hate history!

(MR HI STORY whirls onstage
as the lights spin and the
KIDS whirl around.)

MR, HI STORY

Did I hear sonebody say ny | east
favorite words?

COLLI E
We were just Kkidding.

SARAH
Yeah, after using ny imagination, |
| ove history!
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ALEX
Come on, guys, if those del egates can
give up a summer full of Saturdays, we
can give up one.

COLLI E- AS- MARGARET
Where're you goi ng?

ALEX
The National Constitution Center. See
what else we find to put in the
constitution of Rapol a.

G RLS AND CARLGCS
Cl assi que!

SARAH

| got it! Let's name our country
"Cl assi que-ol al'"
(ALL | augh.)

CHARLI E
You know, it's amazing what they wote
over two hundred years ago has | asted
so | ong.

CARLCS
(To MR HI STORY)
Yeah, how d they do that?

MR, HI STORY
Li ke this.
(HE breathes onto a copy of
the Constitution.)

COLLI E
| get it, they breathed life into the
Constitution!

CARLOS
Their own |ifel

ALEX
And ours! That’'s what all those
anmendnents are about.
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CARLOS
Yeah, we make the Constitution grow
every day by our words and deeds.

COLLI E
So this is not just a piece of paper
wi th a bunch of conprom ses.

SARAH
It’s a living, breathing docunent that
grows and changes along with our

country!
COLLI E

So no matter how nmany peopl e we add,
CARLCS

From anywhere and everywhere,
SARAH

Different colors, custons, and creeds,
ALEX

It's still "E Pluribus Unum™
CHARLI E

Qut of many,
ALL

One!

"E PLURI BUS UNUM -- REPRI SE
E PLURI BUS UNUM THAT' S WHAT MAKES US
STRONG
E PLURI BUS UNUM OUR COUNTRY, RIGHT OR
V\RONG.

E PLURI BUS UNUM HERE WE ALL BELONG
E PLURI BUS UNUM THAT W LL BE QUR
GRATEFUL SONG

THE END



