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Aston man brings America’s past to life
as wonderful and wacky ‘Mr. History’

By BETTE ALBURGER
Twmes Correspavident

ASTON — Mol “Mr. History,” a
wacky and wondrously creative char
acter who makes America’s prst eome
alive far kuls through enthrealling sod
imeiking historical musicals,

Crested by awardwinning play.
wraght,  wuther  and  composer
Greomville Burgess of Aston, “Me
Histoey™ and w eoet of professional
uclors arve convineing school children
in grodes 3 theough 6 thit sesing his
trry unfold in feont of the feotfights s
a lot betier than reading about it in a
lextbool, Or a5 Burgess puts it, “An
AeLor on o stage 18 more Ton than a
pleture on # page,”

Along with o msssien to make it
Tun dnstend of boring to learn about
events of long sgo, Burgess is on a
mission to find a permonent home in
Deliwaee County for *Mr Hiscory,”
He's nlan seeking carporato and coms
munity support, s that the lvely
ariginal musical productions prosent-
el by Time Travelin' Entertainment
(TTEY, o division of EdVenturs
atwarhs, Tpe, cin coaliaoe Lo atep
tain, educate and inspire young peo-
ple, thair parents and their teachers,

TTE alsn plans 1o fnvalve voung:
atars i history through o weekly tel
evision series, an interactive Wab aite
apd an Infernet game,

&b

Anactor on a stage is morg
fun than a picture on a page.
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Binsed on all the positive feedback
the: production company hae received
to date, there's a definite need for
this unigue kind of eolerininment
that's both imaginative and informn-
tive, Many of the young letter writers
who've traveled back in time with
“Mr. History” tell Burgass they never
knew learning about the past could be
s enjovible,

"Une of my passions 8 turning
kids on to history,” aaid Burgess, who
gradusted magna cwm lawde in the
subject from Princston  Univeraity
and hes a Masters of Fine Arta
degree in directing from Catholic
University in  Washington, DC.

| Among his carear credits ia director
of Philudelphin's Walout  Street
Theater for seven years.

For more than 25 yewrs, Burpess
has  been  dedicoted to making
America's heritage accesatble to wide
audiencea through accurste and
engaging dramas based on historical
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facts. His commitment te history
musicils begnn in the  mid- 19708,
when he compnsed "Paul Revers
Hides Aguin® and “Common Sense,

Both were underweitten by grants
Trom the Matonal Endewment for the
Hurmanities, Bolh premiered on the
Mall in Washingtan, [ in the sutn-
e ol Lieoan conpunction wach Uhis
LS. bicentennial celebration.

In 1996, after years of theatrical
and TV experience in Philndelphia
and Mew York, Burgess began work-
ing with Btephen Lowrence of New
York City, a successful songwriter,
composar and arranger who's written
more than 150 songs for TV's
"Sewame Street.” Combining his love
of history and children with his beliof
that lenraing about the past ahould be
plensurable, Burgess and his not-foe
profic GB Productions, Ine, collebo-
rated with Lawrence to create a
whimsical guide to the past in the
person of the magical *Mr. History,”

Lilke his charactar, the comical
time traveler’s costume represents
muny different eras, with pieces of
elothing from wvarious time periods
atitched together to form one outes-
geous outfit,

The collaboration alao resulted in
“Glory Hoad!," & muasical drama about
the Underground Roilrond. In this
livaly production, “Mr, History” and
five kids sges 10 to 14 play multiple
roles in depicting the story of a run
mwy slave and his son who are led
norih to freadom by Harret Tubman,

“Glory Road!” was followed by
“Deeam ...," the story in song about
Martin Luther King Jr. and the
Moritpomery, Aln., bua bovestt. The
atory beging with young Ring study-
ing theology at Crozer Theological

Seminary in Chester, which makes it
relevant Lo Dalaware  County
nuddienoes,

The musical, in whick fve chil-
dren also play historienl characlers,
shows how King's heliefs wore put Lo
the test when he mel Bose Parks and
lied the bua boveadt, I dramatizes bow
A person can carry iote the “penl
world” whot's lowrned in the class
T

Buirgess wrole the book and lyrics
fur both musicals and Lowrene: com-
posad the musie,

“[ chosa Harriet Tubman and Dy
Rung s the subjects of our first peo-
ductions bocanse [ heliove there's o
nead  for groater  understanding
between the ruces,” said Burgess, whi
noted he alwoys secks inpul from
doughters Loring, 12, and Clara, 10,

“Glory Road?” hml its workd pre
e b Mewmann College o 2001,
pliying for two wecks in February
during Black History Month, It was
seen by 2000 Jocal students and their
poarants and Leachers, and was sup
piaried by ihe Delowsre County
Tlagtoric sl Hiwdone

Thia year during Bleck History
Month, o combined audience of more
than 5000 sow “Glory Road!™ at
Mewmonn College and “Dream.." at
the Dniversity of Pennsyvivania's
Museum  of  Archavology
Anthropolamy

En early 2001, dignal medie
exprl untraprenear Lurry Silverman
of Upper Dorby joined Burgess and
Lowrence to  launch  EdVenturs
Ketworks, Inc. [ta goal i 1o bring
Burgess’ historical dramas to larger
audiences and additional  medis.
Seripta and music have been created
for @ proposed children's TV series
called “Time Travelin® with My
Histors.” In the works nee a Welr site
and inleractive compuler games 1o
excite vouth about history and engage
them i the lesrning process,

Based on the success of "Glary
Road!” and "Dresm..., * EdVenture
Wetworks, Ine. was ashed hy the
University of Pennsylvania this past
March to creste a new historical
musical about  classical  Rome.
Fanciful nnd mformative, “When in
Rome™ will colebrate the opening in
Oetober of the refurbished Classicnl
Gallery at the university museum,

“We have a great vision and great
plane for wsing our country's values
to aentertain and educate about
American history and what o great
nation we are,” said Burgess. “Now
we're waiting for someons to aay
‘Hey, I want to put my nume oo this
important venture "

|

® For information about sponsseship
o lo book o performance, contact
Dinne Johnson, direetor of murketing
for EdVenture Metworks, Ine. at
BI040 4005,



